A    WINDOW    IN    THRUMS
" Ye'll gang anower, noo, mother/' Leeby
said, meaning that it was Jess's bed-time.

" No yet, Leeby/' Jess answered, " Til sit
tip till the readings ower."

" I think ye should gang, mother/' Jamie
said, " an' I'll come an' sit aside ye after ye're
i' yer bed."

" Ay, Jamie, I'll no hae ye to sit aside me
the morn's nicht, an' hap (cover) me wi' the
claes."

" But yell gang suner to yer bed, mother/'
" I may gang, but I winna sleep.   I'll aye
be thinkin' o' ye tossin' on the sea,   I pray
for ye a lang time ilka nicht, Jamie/'
" Ay, I ken."

" An' I pictur ye ilka hour o' the day. Ye
never gang hame through thae terrible streets
at nicht but I'm thinkin' o' ye/'

" I would try no to be sae sad, mother/' said
Leeby. " We've ha'en a rieht fine time, have
we no ? "

" It's been an awfa* happy time/' said Jess,
* We've ha'en a pleasantness in oor lives *at
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